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Focus On: University of Illinois
President's Homes
Part I
The Illinois Industrial University was
founded in 1867. Since that time, four
buildings have served as the home of the
University's presidents. The first was at
709 South Fourth Street in Champaign,
the second at 1312 West Green Street in
Urbana, the third still stands at 1203 West
Nevada Street in Urbana, and the fourth
is the present home at 711 West Florida
Avenue in Urbana.
The first Regent of the University, Doctor John Milton Gregory, resided in a two
and one-half story brick Italianate style
house located at what was to become
known as 709 South Fourth Street. An
1878 map of Champaign shows the
Gregory house at this location, known at
that time as 709 Mount Hope Avenue. As
early as 1870, a map of the campus in the
Board of Trustees Report of 1870-1871
shows a building at this location that can
be assumed to designate the Regent's
home as a University property. The
Champaign city directories of 1883, 1884,
and 1885 show this house as the home of
the second Regent, Selim Hobart
Peabody. It does not appear that acting
Regent Thomas Jonathon Burrill resided
in this house during the three year search
for his successor.
Photos of the Gregory home in the
University of Illinois archives, reveal that
many of the classic design elements of the
Italianate style are evident. Among these
features are arched windows that flank
the doorway and the three sets of arched
windows on the second floor. Paired
brackets under the cornice and the cupola
with its inverted brackets between each
window are other indications of the
italianate style. Evidence of an oriel or
bay window on the south elevation can
be found in the 1918 edition of the Illio.
A verbal description of the interior of
the Gregory House was given to Stuart

Regent Milton Gregory's House, 709 South Fourth Street, Champaign. Photo courtesy of the
University of IllinoisArchives.
Howe by Bill Shaw, who was a resident of
the house in about 1918. He recounted
the most impressive things in the
house...were the two massive marble
fireplaces...the one in the living room
at the right inside the door was special. That living room was the most
popular room in the house. The
dining room was in the rear of the
first floor and small parlors were at
the left on the first floor.
Mr. Shaw was a member of the Alpha
Delta Phi fraternity in 1917 when they
purchased and moved into the Gregory
House. It is somewhat ironic that the
home of Regent Gregory became a fraternity house in that Regent Gregory had
been strongly opposed to fraternities, calling them "undemocratic, anachronistic,
silly and conducive to dissipation." Although Shaw recalled the house as being
in "very good shape and accommodating
twenty chapter members" and Alpha
Delta Phi had promised to move the
house when the need to expand became a
pressing issue, in 1923 it was decided,
due to "tenant limitations," to demolish

the building in order to prepare for the
new chapter house.
It is important to note that Regent
Gregory was keenly interested in seeing
that the Horticulture Department at the
University flourished. To that end, he became very involved with the planning
and landscaping of the campus. In regard
to the Regent's home, it is apparent that
some decorative planting and design was
undertaken. A brick sidewalk in a herring
bone pattern provided the approach to
the front entrance. This walk was flanked
be two low lying bushes near the porch.
Almost immediately upon his arrival in
1894, Andrew Sloan Draper, the first
President of the University, recognized
the need for a distinguished home for the
president. That house was built at 1312
West Green Street, Urbana, in the
University's arboretum. Located at the
northeast corner of Green and Wright
streets, the house was sited between
Green Street to the south and the
Boneyard Creek to the north. This site
was chosen by the Board of Trustees on
June 27, 1895.

